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at you learned during your four or more years 
School of Design, and you both said, 

\nd | suggested you lay claim to that concept but 
term. It is used too often. Instead, explain 
you offered “conversation” and “connection.” 
nd share my own account of these four (and 
at our RISD. First of all, | found out that my 
workers, allies, included, in fact featured, “staff” 
metimes join a friendly group in the faculty 
he college building. Lina Pacheco, who prepares 
is for your entry and re-cycles what you leave 

ir studios, heard that | was putting together a 
ds and Words,” and with her husband Jaime, 
d who protects our treasured legacies, 

‘own pet chickens into my elective chambers 
my course with humor and warmth. 

's see: 4 years ago. | tried to write a children's 
my” swan, Gilbert. This poor maimed creature 

y summer retreat in South County was 

ittacked by a jet-skier, who killed his mate and 
amed him “Gilbert” because he was born 

of the first and most famous American artist, 
inted George Washington and all the 

the art of photography took over. (He is 

per's grave beyond our borders, in Boston.) 


—OF-R EWORD 


Well, Gilbert the Bird Widower was shunned by his own kind 
but accepted by...an albino white cat! plus a brood of mallard 
ducks! a Canada goose with a missing leg! and a lady 

living on the banks of Narrow River who took him in from 
the winter. They watched television together, while his 

friend the lonely sea-gull perched on the windowsill outdoors 
and peering in to share the South Park programs on the 
tube. Well, this tale is true, and | biked over every single day 
to greet Gilbert and take a few snapshots as proof that 

this story is actual. | asked my brother “Chick” who taught 
architecture here for many years to translate my photos 

into sketches, composed a memoir as an intro and then gave 
our mutual collaborative “artist book” to the special 
collections area of the RISD library. 

Well, the following year | served on the Inauguration 
committee for Rosanne Somerson and counseled two 
suggestions. One was, serve “jonnycakes” instead of the more 
conventional mini-hot-dogs on the occasion. Why? Because 
they were served by the Narragansett “Indians” to Roger 
Williams as he made his way through the forests: jonnycakes 
are both universal pancakes all over the world and also 
quite particular to Rhode Island and its native, indigenous 
peoples. | believe the “jonny” is a spelling of “journey,” the 
pathways we choose. It makes a poetic toast to your futures. 
My second recommendation to the committee was, invite 
the pigeons from our Pigeon Club to the terrace at which the 
jonnycakes are displayed. They too, our “rock doves,” are 
both everywhere in all cities and also intimately involved in the 
life of our urban campus. Symbols of peace and of loyalty, 
gentle (mostly) and homeloving, they can fly and they can 
roost. Another good and subtle symbol of the lives of artists. 
| am glad to be able to say, yes, my light-hearted advice 
was administratively accepted. Okay, what next? You can find 
one of the RISD pigeons that didn't survive, was given, as 


a thing, not a being, to the nature lab, where it stands as 
a model for future foundation generations. No, | prefer my 
birds on the wing, but the lost art of taxidermy also has 
a purpose. That's (sadly) how Audubon accomplished his 
illustrations, by using models. A footnote: the pigeon 
club has been magnificently helped through such difficulties 
by our own Mohammed, who is both an alum and also 
a graduate student, collaborating within our community. 
Although he is from Dubai, he also owns property 
within our state where he maintains a marvelous aviary 
even while tending to our plain pigeons. He told me, “I gave 
a companion bird to a friend in New York, and the most 
amazing event was, that this wildfowl magically became 
human! Yes, he mimicked my friend and would sleep 
on his own back to imitate his ally in Manhattan!” Mohammed 
is himself a wizard, blessed with good will toward all living 
things, which are sacred and holy...as they are to me! As they 
are to your class and our collective alums all over the world. 
So, to sum up, “diversity” describes not only you, our 
graduating class of 2017, but also, perhaps, the philosophy 
of all the arts, of all your electives and required courses for 
your degree. Love whom you like. Look with kind eyes at all 
Creation, all Genesis, all Bereshit. That's what | learned 
from Gilbert, that you can shape your own solitary society 
on the river of time and tide. From the pigeons, whose form 
and plumage are exceedingly various, | have learned respect 
and regard and responsibility. Although my role has been 
mostly metaphorical, like the royals of the real world. The 
world you enter outside the gates of our hurricane barriers 
will have its hard knocks. From poetry however we can glean 
and learn laughter, or rather the smile of understanding, 
the language of paradox and ambiguity, not the rhetoric of 
opinion. That's my definition of diversity, not agreement 
with others or even within ourselves as individuals but free 


value of conversation and collaboration, 
dking, of the poise of a personality molded 
orld of our “school.” We have never 
s but always a secret treasu 


urban buildings) 
into my life, for whic 
past year | lost my eldest brother, ad been a soldier 

in the Korean “Conflict” — his name is inscribed on one 

of the bricks beside the statue upon our campus. Yet another 
example of silent conversations and strange connections, 

a Providence, Rhode Island aspect of diversity, like industry 
and leisure, both valuable. Now that | have come to know 
students from all over the world | have had the privilege that 
| share with all my colleagues: to learn from your work. 

| thank you and bless you all. 
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“None of us are psychic, just get on with 
it and bloody try it!” 


— Neil Gilks, Department Head of Apparel 
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“Regard the abhorrent and elegant as crafted 
by the same hand. Don’t be afraid to taste 
the vicissitudes or consistencies of life. These 
discomforts inform a thousand trivial decisions 
used to shape a sustaining existence.” 


— Dennis Hlynsky, Department Head of FAV 
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“COMMITMENT WILL SET YOU FREE” 


— John Dunnigan, Department Head of Furniture 
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“Farewell to a terrific, spirited and thoughtful senior 
class. You have showed through your acts and 
your ideas how to make the world kinder, smarter 
and more enjoyable. Please remember us in the 
illustration Department, and try to keep in touch. 
We will certainly miss you!” 


— Susan Doyle, Department Head of Illustration 
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“Dear INTAR Seniors, 
May all your future croiss 
sections. Come back often! 


— Liliane Wong, Department Head © srior Architecture 
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“This year's graduating J+M seniors are a group 

of amazingly talented and diverse artists. It has been 
Our sincere pleasure to work with them and witness 
their creative development over the years. We have 
no doubts that they all have bright futures ahead 
and will make us very proud! Best wishes to you all!” 


— Jewelry and Metalsmithing Faculty 
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“At Commencement 2015, John Waters gave the RISD 
address. Mr. Waters said what | would like to say to you. 


‘Hopefully, you have been taught never to fear rejection 
in the workplace. Remember, a ‘no’ is free. Ask for the 
world and pay no mind if you are initially turned down. 
A career in the arts is like a hitchhiking trip. All you 
need is one person to say ‘get in’ and off you go.” 


. 


— David Frazer, Department Head of Painting 
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“Take all that you are, walk far 
Make walls, take falls 

Tell, yell, dwell, sell, raise hell 
Go well” 


— Odette England, Senior Studio Professor 
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“Art for art’s sake is on life support in this society. With loans for life in the 
minds of our students.and their parents it’s no wonder theyre worried 
about a job and for many that mind set provides direction. Students believe 
what major they enter will set them on an unchangeable lives course but 
that’s not the case, life is fluid, what they do changeable. Teachers here in all 
areas instill a respect for craft in making and help students marry thinking 
to work. We can help them be artists. We can’t give them a job. But we can 
teach them how to make the work that will form their future. The respect for 


making and connecting the thinking is what counts.” 


— Henry Ferreira, Department Head of Printmaking 
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Priscilla Ahn 
Aigerim Akhmetova 
Sebastien Albouy 
Luke Alexander 
Suzanne Alward 
Rachel Arena 
Bertha Avila-Leija 
Maria Bedoya 

Evan Belforti 

Jacob Bibel 
Nicholas Bingyui Burinyuy Kume 
Charlotte Bradford 
Ji Weon Byun 
Jhazmin Calderon Ramallo 
isabelle Camarra 
Allison Carl 

Laura Casanas 

Lok Chee Leonie Chan 
Eh Ree Chang 
Hyunbae Chang 
Melanie Chang 
Eashan Chaufla 
Chi-An Chen 

Emily Chen 

Layna Chen 

Rungi Chen 
Shawna Cheng 
Silas Cheo 

Jun Hwan Cho 
Yeun Su Choi 

Ruth Chung 
Christabella Clark 
Daniel Cloke 
Gabriel Cohen 
Michael Coyle 

Erin Cuddigan 
Quang Hien Dang 


Ronnie Delanos 
Aubrianne Demasco 
Christopher DeSantis 
Valerie Desautel 
Felipe Di Poi 
Marco Didonet 
Jolene Dosa 

Ryan Doyle 

Eric Dreisbach 
Maria Jose Esquivel 
Esther Fan 

Maria Ferreira 
William Gant 
Martin Gargaglione 
Sophie Gibson 
Elizabeth Gillum 
Philip Glenn 

Frank Gonzalez-Corr 
Jack Gray 

Kiera Griffith 
Timothy Grossman 
Qi Guo 

Kristen Haines 

Ji Hee Han 

Brittni Harvey 
Cameron Hastings 
Erick Hernandez 
Alessandra Hogan 
Da-Wei Huang 
Dazhi Huang 
Kristin Hutton 
Nicole Im 

Emilie Jehng 
Ihnwung Jeon 
Megan Jerbic 

Sonja John 

Beverly Johnson 


Jonathon Johnson Hong Kyu Park 


Justin Johnson Hyeongjun Park 
Ji in Jung JiSeon Park 
Minhee Kang Anya Petit 
Masafumi Kawakatsu Sarah Plummer 
Grace Keiter Ujwal Ranganeni 
Dennis Kelly David Riley 
Thalia Kelly Liam Rinat 
Alexander Kim Mariel Joy Rodriguez 
Bo Mee Kim Mark Roh 
Hee-Jin Kim Molly Rubidge 
Heejin Kim Natasha Ruiz 
Iris Kim Rose Scully 
Ji Ho Kim Carolyn Shin 
Ji Hyo Kim Jacob Shore 
Ji Hyun Kim Maxwell Simon 
Madison Kim Jacqueline Sisson 
Nahyeon Kim Caitlyn Sit 
Peter Kim Julia Skotch Virko 
James Kuhn Madelyn Snow 
Staveley Kuzmanov Eugene So 
Jack La Londe Seung Hyun Song 
Annelise Laflamme Xiao Song 
Elizabeth Lanahan Kathia St. Hilaire 
Kendall Lane Olivia Stephens 
John Lawier Peter Stewart 
Yu Kyung Lee Riley Sykes 
Eric Leichtung Iinhwan Tae 
Yan Wa Li Ajani Takahashi-Lofton 
Mengjung Lin Kittamate Treemethawee 
Teagan Lindsay Megan Tresca 
Adam Linn Rachael Whiteley 
Sandra Lopez-Naz Yuanyuan Wu 
Youming Lu iris Xia 
Leyla Margolis-Brooks Jeffrey Xu 
Martine Matejczyk Qing Yang 
Samantha Milsom Eun Hye Yoon 
Galen Morris Moon Hye Yu 
Sarah Morris Aliya Zafar 
Pamela Munoz Nadine Zaza 
Jacob Nelson Yidan Zeng 
Ivy Ni Amelia Zhang 
Jieying Ni Nanzhao Zhang 

_ Robert O'Connell Zai Wei Zhang 
Sang Eun Oh Ri Zu 


| Kush Naresh Parekh 
Daehyun Park 
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A RISD education defies time. Some RISD weeks seem 
impossibly slow, EN DLE SSL Y long, while others zoom 
by at an impossible pace. And then suddenly, you look 
back and realize you just graduated. All those long nights, 
all those failed experiments AND successful break- 
throughs. Those moments when a friend or a teacher said 
just the right thing that opened a pathway to a new, 

more exciting direction. Those moments when you look 
back at something you just completed and feel that 

you really, finally got it right this time. The good news is, 
it never really ends. You are now forever deeply capable 
of carrying your work into the future and watching it grow. 
You are now forever connected to this special place. 
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Your friends and peers will become a lifelong network 
of inspiration and support, and the voices of your teachers 
and mentors will come into your head throughout your 
professional lives. Sometimes, you will even talk back to them 
Cin your head), with new insights and accomplishments 
to share. | still regularly hear from students from throughout 
my time teaching at RISD, and I am always so excited to hear 
what they are doing. | especially love when they reflect on 
how something that happened in a particular class prepared 
them so well for a situation they encountered later in their 
lives or careers. You may even find that when you meet other 
RISD graduates, people you never knew at school, you 
feel a special bond that connects you to each other. It is this 
connectedness that helps make our community so vital. 
Know this — the world needs what you do at this time 
more than ever before. Life is increasingly complex and 
fast-changing, and you all have the ability now to make sense 
of it and guide others into understanding. You will all 
help make a more just, beautiful, intelligent, and loving world. 
You know how to take a blank page and turn it into 
something amazing. And | mean that both concretely and 
metaphorically. You have the capacity to make an impact, 
to make the world a better place. And we will celebrate you 
and share in your joy as you do. 


Congratulations Class of 2017! 
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